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1 ~ctcctim of McsoscaJc  C)ccanic Phcnrmcna  in the Southern California Bight via
liRS- 1 SAR

Ill{S-l SAR images arc c.xaminc(i with the intc.nt of identifying nmmcalc oceanic
phcnmncna in Ihc Soulhcrn  California Bighl (SC]]). ‘J’hc  S01 is a region of
dynamic physical and biological proccsscs,  and as such has long been sludicd.
‘1’hc  111<S-  1 SAR ima.gcs arc augmcnlcd  with other rcmolc sensing data, including
S11<-C SAR, AVII RR, 111{S- 1 A’1’SR,  and Space Shuttle hand-held photop,rapby.
Analysis of (hcsc images has rcvcalcd  a more dynamic mcsoscalc  ficlcl than was
previously suspcctcd.  }iddics  with scales on the order of 20-30 km in ciiamctcr
have been the mosl common mcsoscalc oceanic fcatarcs evident, hut the prcscncc
of oceanic fronts and internal waves, as well as ammsphcric  internal waves,
have been documcn[cd  as WCII. ‘Ihc mulli-sensor data rccml will pmvidc
iasighl as to the uncicrlying  ocean and mctcorologica]  conditions that lead 10
the prcvalcncc especially of Ihc eddies in this region.
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